
FOUNDATIONS and DEBATES

Paige West

Professor of Anthropology

Barnard College, Columbia University



Epistemology 

How we know what we know .

How we produce knowledge.

This is a lecture about the epistemic basis for 
what anthropology knew (in the past) and how 

we make knowledge today. 



EUROPEAN EXPLORATON

ENLIGHTENMENT IDEAS ABOUT 
OTHERS

IDEAS ABOUT “CULTURAL 
EVOLUTION”



BOAS AND AMERICAN 
CULTURAL 

ANTHROPOLOGY



COLONIALISM

IMPERIALISM

COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT

ANTICOLONIALISM



COLONIALISM AND 
ANTHROPOLOGY



THE ETHNOGRAPHIC TURN 

THE CRITIQUE OF CULTURE 



CRITIQUE OF 
DEVELOPMENT 

CRITIQUE OF 
CONSERVATION 


